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. sion to show herself. The heroes would be but as other men, if
they had not unusual and unlocked for encounters; and sure her
Majesty is made of the same stuff of which the ancients believed
the heroes to be formed; that is, her mind of gold, her body of
brass.' Queen Elizabeth's reply to the Polish ambassador lived
on as a treasured memory through several generations.

The fleet at last sailed on what came to be known as the
Islands Voyage. Misfortune dogged it, helped by Essex's de-
fects as a commander and the rancour that his personal followers
bore towards Raleigh, the Rear-Admiral. They were not in a fit
state on arriving at Ferrol to attack the Spanish fleet there, and
so sailed to the Azores. Here Raleigh landed to capture a town

^in the absence of his commander-in-chief, who was unaccount-
ably delayed. He had stolen what Essex coveted most, honour;
and it was only the mediation of the third in command that pre-
vented Essex from court-martialling him and beheading him.
By way of compromise the heroic deed was omitted from the
official account of the Voyage! Then, with almost inexplicable
stupidity, a way was left open through which the Spanish
treasure fleet, which might otherwise have easily been taken,
slipped safely into port. Finally, they arrived home to discover
that the Ferrol fleet had taken advantage of their absence to sail
for England, and had only been prevented by storms from a
descent on Falmouth. Needless to say, Essex had added to his
military clientele by making knights; but this time they werefew.
Back in England, the old home troubles were renewed. Essex
now took umbrage because on Sunday 23 October, a few days
before his return, as she came from Chapel, Elizabeth had
created the Lord Admiral, Howard, Earl of Nottingham. His
promotion, coupled with his office, gave him precedence over
Essex. To make matters worse, the patent creating him earl not
only referred to his victory over the Armada, but stated that
jointly with Essex he had taken Cadiz. Robert Sidney's servant,
& partial observer, saw nothing wrong in this at the time, nor
probably did any sensible person. But in the popxilar mind, and
especially in the hotheads about Essex, there was only one con-
queror of Cadiz; and honour at that moment, after the wretched